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SCHOOL FUNDING FORMULA 2020-21:

The overall ‘Schools Block’ funding of LAs will continue to be based on the National 
Funding Formula.

LAs will be free to distribute funding based on their local funding formula

Barnet will continue to implement the NFF, but with protection against big losses by 
agreeing a Minimum Funding Guarantee (0% in 19-20) and a cap on gains (+0.5% per 
pupil in 19-20) 

The level of MFG and cap that can be afforded will depend on the outcome of the 
government’s promised Spending Review.

The formula, MFG and cap will be subject to consultation next term

HIGH NEEDS FUNDING

Allocation of an additional £250m of High Needs funding for local authorities ‘on top 
of existing High Needs allocations’ - £0.964m for Barnet in each year for 2018-19 and 
2019-20.  Because of this additional allocation, the council withdrew its application 
to the Secretary of State to approve the transfer of 0.5% of the Schools Block (about 
£1.26m) to the High Needs Block in 2019-20.  There is no news yet on whether this 
extra funding will continue beyond this year.  If not, we may have to ask again for a 
transfer of up to 0.5% of the schools’ block to the High Needs block.  That would be 
subject to consultation next term.  It is understood the amount of High Needs 
funding from 20-21 will depend on the outcome of the government’s promised 
Spending Review, and the current call for evidence consultation: 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/funding-for-send-and-those-
who-need-ap-call-for-ev/

EDUCATION SERVICES GRANT (ESG)

The Secretary of State approved the proposal to fund £1m of services, previously 
funded from the Education Services Grant, from the budget shares of maintained 
primary and secondary schools and this went ahead in 2019-20.  Given the reduced 
funding the continuing pressures on the council’s budget receives to maintain 
schools we will may have to propose the same similar measure for 2020-21.  That 
would be subject to consultation next term.
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